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The Proper Boskonian is the monthly Journal of the New England
Science Ficticn Ascociation, Inc., and the J: Mark Anderson Fanzine
Foundaticn. Tha Editor Is J. Mark Anderson, who can be reached c¢/o
Mike Salsz, 333 Main St,, Concord, MA 01742, Special thanks to
Claire Grohiomu {Orvillo Redenbacher's niece) and Dave Anderson (my nephew).

ANDEREGY, MARK: MY WORDS

Practiaon to tha la=st few issues of this Journal has been vary
gratifyving tc me. 2orga Flynn, a prominent fanzine fan, writes:
"Wall, ths new incarmation of PB is certainly, ex, um, interesting,
Until I explainad otherwise to hiim, former Editor Mike Blake thought
this wag ths flrst of several fascicles that could eventually be bound
together to form a whole zine. I hope something's being dane to
saad ovt trede copiss to fanzines and othar appropriate pecple who
den't get IM. (Then agein, raybe it's ketter if they don't know.,..)"
(AZA:BEFA 133). George is also a prominent NESFAn, and is ab-—
viously bending over baclwards to be impartial, I hope to introduce
a few more content and styleistic changes, perhaps as soon as
the September issue. In the meantime, we have another column
by Hav~vy u.N¥. Andruschak, a conclise book review by Richaxd
H--ler, and a few critigues by cbserver~at-large Nathan Childexs.

You wouldn't believe all the promises I've had for con-
tributions for the next issue. I certainly den't....
_—e»

WRITTEN ON A TRIPEWRITER #2 By Rarry J.N. Andruschak

THT MENTOR #31, from Ron I,. Clarke, 6 Bellevue Rd,,
Faulconbridge, NSW 2776, AUSTRALIA, 20 pages mimeo, 2
offsat., Available for the Usual or $1.00...and thatl!s an Aus-
tralian bollar. I'm not sure how a newcamer in the USA can
get this fanzins, although it is worth it. Try some IRCS
{ {International Reply Coupons; ask for them at your Pest
Cffica)}) or maybe a polite reauast will do.

Sce hare is a fenzine worth trading for or otherwise
catting, Nothing eleborate in the way of layout or illos.
Jurt sclid fan-writing from an old time fan and his friends.
Such s Bertram Chandler, who has a regular column. In this
installment Grimes talks about GOR:; tha rejection of one. of
his Grimes ncovels by DAW because of...are you ready for
i this.,..PORNOGRAPHY![ ((Yes, DAW publighes the GOR books)} .
sl Toes in som2 experiencaes at a Mudist Beach, and if this isn't
enovugh reason to get this fanzine...

There iz the last installment of Vol Molesworth's
AUSTRALIAN FAN HISTORY. This work is very much like Sam
Moskowitz' THE ETERNAL STORM. Such detailed description
of fights and feuds and parties and politics among such a small
nurber of fans. The pericd coverad is £rom the 1930%'s to about
the Jlate 1950's, A fascinating glimpse into fan history.

A8 you might expect, the rest of the fanzine cannot measure
up to this standard, but who cares, RECOMMENDED.,
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Book Pevies

by
Nathan Childors

A Treatise or The Couman Hangnail in 17th Century French Literature,
in ten volumes. Asa Mofy, Gigantic Book Corporation of America Bog
Place, WJ, 1981 $101.99 e tie boxed set.

It is quite surpriging how much a datemnined wrilter can write on a
topic of no consequence waatsoevez., -- N.C.

Revenge of the Turtle Wgchkad Aardvarks, B. Goode as told to B. Cairfl,
Blodegradable Prass, Utica WY., $4.95 hawdeover | $10,95 paperback, %$22.50
SF Book club edition.

This is the fourth i1 a egarices published by Biodegradable Press, the
so-called "ecological revenges series". The series is a triumph of the
comittment , tenacity, and f{ll-judgement of the cditors. The first three
eniries in the series, "Revenge of the snall darter", “"Revange of the
Lamprey bel', and “Revenge of a Clumsy and dather f11 batured lonivor
Lizaxd" vero -istinguishee Dy aeipg veleased umediately to the
repalnder cables or rather, awre accurately, cceturned omnediately ¥rom
the remainder tables upon release. Whatever merits these works may have
had were lessened by the fact that they were printed on non-absorbant
papear.

The current work is nct up to the high standards of its predecessors
in the geries. Nonethelsss the publishers have high hopes for it.
Biodegradable Press has contracted with Miami Customs to process all
gseized Marijuana £or paper; it scems that hemp is particularly suitable
for paper. The hope of the publishers is that the heads of America
will rush out and buy copies for personal consumption. This ploy -
accounts for the twelve page appendix which explains how to put book
paper inte brownles and other relatad topics. The publishers axe,
however, strengely retleent abont the fact that the process for convert-
ing pot into paper destreys the hallucinegenic properties of marijuana ~-
no doubt this is an cversight en their parc.

Appalling as tne idea r3y be, I suscose I 3zhould devote some comment
to the contents cf the hook. WMe may beagin with the proposition that
at least one ¢of the authors, and parhaps both, ave literate. Our
principle grounds for this ascextion i¢ that book contains a lot of
worde. A surprisingly large nurbar of them are contained in sentances.
Internal stylistic evidenca zules out the possibility that the work
was generated by a computer progrom. On the otihier hand there is no
real reason to rule ouvt the possibility chat the original manuscript
congisted entirely of type-satting symbols and that the words were
supplied by the typesatteys, following directions as beat they could.
On the whole, I think that %he balance of the evidence indicates that
B. Goode and B. Cairfl were companions in childhood and that B. Goode
failed third grade, wheras B. Cairfl passed third grade but could not
manage fourth grade. Given rodern educational practice, this may mean
that thay ars both college graduates, of course.
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Upon reflection, I am inclined to believe that nc good purpose would
be served by delineating the plot. (You may read this as an admission
that the reviewer could not make heads or tails of it.} It begins
simply enough. Supposedly a wmissionary friena of B. Goode encounters
some Aardvarks wearing turtle neck sweaters., Haturally their is an
attempt te investigate this phenomenon to find out what is going on.
From there on things get a bit confusing. I can follow the bit about
the mad scientist who increases the intelligence of a band of Aardvarks
with his Zapper Ray machine. I can accept the Rardvarkian Brown Shirt
movement. I am, albeit unwillingly, able to envisage the anding with
hordes of turtle necked Rardvarks digging out the foundations of New
York and bring it Jdown in a vile of rvubbla. “The interxrvenina 'ulot!',
however, is confusing. ‘what Richard Nixen and the duchess of Windsor
wexe doinag in the story is beyond me, and I aust say bthat [ find theirx
nurported affalr incredible. I suppose thab the inclusion of the CIA
was obligatory, but it seems gratiitous to present it as a front organ-
ization for the Boy Scoutg. Moreover I thinks it strains credulity a
bit to present Uganda as a major nuclear power.

It is only fair, I suppose, to point out that the Timee has called
this a work of major literary importance, that Newswaek has called it
a publishing event, that the Guardian has dismissed it as a Fascist
polemical tract, and that it will appear in the Readers Digest as a
condensed hook. =y (g

Sp much for the hile of the modexr book raviewer. I suppose I
shouléd point out that Mr. Childer's manuscript, “Revenge of the Mounted
Python", was rejected by Biodegradable Press as not being up to their
standards.

o h

Giant's Star by Jamas P.- Hogan. Ballantine Books #28771, $2.50

Reviewed by Richard Harter

This book is a must for anyone who can get through it and enjoy it. I
comldn’t and didn't,

&%k

A struggling young artist living in a deserted bamm has his work reviewed by
art critics in: RATERS OF THE IOFT ART

Physicists are getting very upset that some baryons are turning into mesens
in: RAGERS OF THE LOST QUARK

A police chief and his assoclate, the captain of the drug enforcement wing of
a local police force must chew out a detective who missed dlrections and was
thus late for an important search and seizure in: BERATERS OF THE LOST NARC

Harrigson Ford as the intrepid Marlin Pexkins of Mutval of Omaha in:
ROOTERS FOR THE LAST AUK



THE JOIRT NiEKAS / EREHWON MACABRL POERTRY CONIESY

Introduction: NIEKAS, a sf/{ fanzine, and EREHVON, a poetry'zing,
are co-sponsoring a contest in macabre short poetry, using two forms de-
veloped by Rod Walker, the editor of the latter publication, Cash and
other prizes will be awarded, and winning (and honorable mention) poems will
be publiished in both !zines, Prizes will be stipulated in RIXKAS 28 (Novem=
ber 1981) and EREHWON 104 (October 1981},

Contest Ruies:

1. There will be two:categories, cthulhic and nooce (=see below, under
Categories).

2e There will be an entry fee of 1 per category entered, This entry
fee is waived if you are a current subscriber to either NIEKAS or EREHWON,
{("Current subscriber" is defined as having a subscription to NIEKAS which
ends not earlier than #32, or to EREHWON which ends not earlier tham #106,)

3¢ IEntry limit is 2 poems per category. ' In the gthulhic category, you
nay enter up to two iadividual poems or a single sequence or cytlie of up to
four poens,

4 Rach entry must bte submitted in 4 copies, There must be one origi-
nal and 3 carbon or photocopies, The original must contain, in the upper
left~hand corner, your name and address, DO not place your name/address, nor
any other form of identification, on any of the 3 copies. Entries must 59
onr paper 53" high by 83" lomng, and should be single-spaced,

De If you wish your originals returned, or wish a list of contest win-
ners at the end, please enclose SASE with your entry. In any event, the 3
copies will be destroyed at contestts end,

6 The decision of the judges will be (what else?) final,

g. Deadline: Entries must be received by 1 March 1982,
ﬁ%_!f Eo:

- NIEKAS/EREHWON Contest, ¢/o Rod Walker, "Alcala", 1273
Crest Dr,, Encinitas CA 92024,

9, All poems must be originel and unpublished. Submission is considere
‘ipgd facio the author's permission to print the said voems in both publica-
tions, Copyright will be retained by the respective authors,

- 10, Entries must be accompanied by the attached entry form or a fac-
simile thereod,

CLTEGORIES

lg_ Cthulhic, This is in essence a perversion of the haiku, It has the
same form, LU 15 a 3-line poem ¢f approximately 17 syllables, arranged 5-7-
5, The poem may have fewsr (but not more) than 17 syllables, and may have
Tewer {but not more) thar the suggested number in each line, However, the
relationship of short-long-~short must be preserved,

Occidental poetic technicues must he avoided, Rhythm is irrelevant and
rhyme is to be avoided, Alsc t0 be avoided should be alliteration, onomato-
poela, allegory, simile, hyperbole, metaphor, and the like., Language should
be plain, simple, snd direct,

Like heiku, the ¢thulhic is a seasonal poem and uses the kigo (season-
word}, (This be thne name of a month or seascn, but may also pe the name
of something wohich relates to a season...such as the crocus for Spring, tbc
pumpkin for fall, enow for winter,...any bit of flora, fauna, weather condi-
tion, or whatever which denctes a season or time of year,

Tae cthulhic should not counsist of a single complete sentence, It shoulc
be at least two sentences, and in fact uncomplete phrases serve it better.

Another element of h: is §q§§: the inevitability and sadness of the
passing of time, In the cthulhic 8 element is replaced by the mordant feax
that time will continue to move forward, by the implied wish that time would
Stops :
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i sequence of cthg;higg would congist of 3 or 4 poems in which the mont:
or seastn changes, but may be otherwise unrelated, A cytle would consist of
> or 4 peems which, although cach stands alone, might be read together as an
iuplied story iine, Individual cthulnics zre never titled.

Here are two example sequences, the iirst oublished in AMANITA BRANDY 1y
the second in WEIRDBOOK 15,

LITELE COUSINS OF CTHULHU ARKHAM SEQUENCE

I. tary dregonfly~— I. Cold Spring drizzlew-

Tongue that snares it in the swaap: Last month' s sulcide still han
Black, and tew feet long, But does not decay.

Iz, A flight of herons? II., Summer pond~ lilipg-~=
Red-etalned feathers and black besaks Amid them, flexing slowly:
Bolding strings oi {lesh. White claws, long and sharp,

11X, Clumps of summer Zr&sS~e IITI, Autumr funeral--

Betwesn grow pallid fungi: Eyes stare out, not wholly blant
The first from Yuggoth. From the c¢racked coffin,.

IV, Wipter snowstorm- -
Dim shambling shape leaves red drops:
Blood, but not its own,

Nooce, The plural of pecce is nice, Correct usage here will prevent
a noetuznal visit from eomething you'd ratller not meet. "Nige'', by the vay,
~~* be pronounced to rkyme with the French city, or with 'lease" or "police",
Anyore guilty of pronounciig: it to rhyme with Umice® or "lice will be locked
in my dungeon and forced to listen to 1000 repetitions of my recording of
fioddy MacDowell reading Lovecraft's "Pgycheopompost, At a high volume,,

The ugoce is z shaped poem of strdct meter and scansion, It hes exactly
iQ syllebies in 6 lines, distributed 1-2~4-~6~4-2, Iline 1 should consist of a
stressed word, Lines 2-6 must be in iambic meter {(da-DAH, da-DAH, &c.)}. The
iines are all centered on the page sc¢ that the completed poem should look,
mougrlye like & rope that means business, The poem must be titled, Rhyme

internal or external}, alliteration, onomatopceia, and all that may be used
~I the poet feelz like it, But sparingly, please,

The pooce sktou 1d buwild up te a ¢l imax, to some degree unexpected, which
ocsuws in the last 6 {or even the last 2) syllavles, It should bring the
reader up shorty like the aforementioned rope. Essential to the best effect
of the nooce is a degree 0f grim, macabre, davk, utterliy perverted humor, or
perhapse ireny. The humor of, say, Sygeney Todd or Love at First, Bite.

Two examples. from WIZEAS 27: And an unpublished oOne:
00 CLOSE TC NATIYRE EMPLOYMENT QFPORTUNITIES 0 GRAVE,
- 2 el WHERE IS THY VICTORY?
are tress are hard thE?:;,
neerby that move . for me to keep, »
without a wind, I wish T alwaye quit the achool AT el
I had not seen after T eat spikes ariven in his :n ¥
thelr teeths one child, and heart and throat,

ang waitse

ENTRY RBLANK:

T am enclosing ___ cthulhics and/or nice/nooce for the NIEKAS/EREHVON
sontest, I have read and understapd the Tules and .accept theilr provisions,

{CHECK ONE:} I enclose the required entry iee, _ L am a subscriber
co NIFXAS through 752, I am a subscriber tc EREGWON Through #106,

(CHECK IF APPROPRIARE) I am onclosing SASE for return of my originals
slus contest results, B

o DATE) ( SIGNATURE)

I s na !



